Watershed Nerd Words

Week of December 9th – December 14th , 2013

Extra Credit Due Wed., 11th or Full Credit Fri., 14th, 2013
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1. Topography- The shape of the land (flat, sloping, hilly, or mountainous).

2. Watershed (River Basin/Drainage Basin) - An area of land where precipitation collects and then drains into a single collection place, often a lake or an ocean. 

3. Groundwater- Water that collects and is stored underground. Most groundwater moves at a very slow rate within a permeable layer underground.

4. Impermeable surface- A surface that does not allow the passage of water. Ex: clay & plastic

5. Permeable surface- A surface that allows the passage of water. Ex. sand & cloth
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Aquifer- A permeable rock layer that stores groundwater and allows groundwater to flow through it (making an underground water supply).  Also, this permeable rock layer must sit on top of an impermeable rock layer so that water can be stored.

7. Infiltration (or percolation) - The process by which water on the ground enters/soaks into the soil layers below it.

8. Water table- The highest underground part at which rocks and soil are saturated, or completely wet with water.

9. Surface Runoff- The flow of excess rain water over ground because the ground is infiltrated to full capacity (ground cannot take any more water).  

10. Divide- A ridge of land (mountain) between two drainage basins (the boundary between watersheds).

Weekly Nerd Words

To increase your science vocabulary this year, each week in science we’ll focus on vocabulary words that relate to the week’s lessons.  For homework, you will demonstrate that you know what the words mean and understand how they relate to each other by creating one of the following:

· A paragraph using all the words.

· A short story using all the words.

· A poem using all the words.

· A song or rap using all the words (2 points extra credit if performed for the teacher/class).

· A list of analogies using all the words.

· A concept map linking all the words with other related items.

· A labeled sketch with all the words.

· An editorial cartoon with all the words in the text.

· A comic strip with all the words in the text.

· A product of your choice including all the words (approved by your teacher).

You will turn in a Vocabulary product each Friday for full credit.

Extra Credit Opportunity!!!

Turn in your vocabulary assignment by Wednesday and earn 1 extra credit point on your assignment!  
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