Name:____________________________________________ Date:_______________ Period:_________

Choice #3:  Online Opinion 

Part I: Choose your biotechnology topic. Place a check mark next your selection from the choices below:


_____ 1. Edible vaccines: Edible vaccines are a perfect solution to treating disease in third world countries.

_____ 2. Biofuels (an energy source from from corn instead of oil): Biofuels should be used as an alternative     fuel source to gasoline.

_____ 3. DNA profiling: Using a person's DNA will help convict more criminals.

Part II: Research:  

Research the following 4 points listed below. Each point should be based on quotes, case studies & statistics related to your biotechnology topic. Use notecards, provided by the teacher, to record and organize your research. Each notecard should have every section filled in and the “quote & paraphrase” section should be 2-3 sentences in length.




1. Define your biotechnology topic (Ex. What is an edible vaccine, what is DNA profiling?) (1 notecard)




2. Research 2 benefits (pros) of human health or the environment related to your biotechnology topic. (2-3 
notecards)




3. Research 2 risks (cons) of human health or the environment related to your biotechnology topic. (2-3 
notecards)




4. Highlight ethical issues (why someone might have a problem with how your biotechnology works) 
involved with your biotechnology topic. (1-2 notecards)


Part III: Organize Notecards to Create a Speech


Each notecard is a part of an argument that you will put together (organize) to respond to your biotechnology topic in a speech. To prepare your speech you will:




1. Figure out the 2-3 agrumentative points you have among your notecards.



2. Organize the notecards by placing the argument with the strongest point LAST.



3. Create a word document for typing your speech.



4. To begin the speech, type a resolution statement, “ I believe DNA profiling will not convict more 
criminals.”



5. Then type your first paragraph based on a set of your notecards for one argumentative point. Argument 
should be supported with two pieces of evidence.



6. Type a seond paragraph based on a second set of notecards for a second argumentative point. Argument 
should be supported with two pieces of evidence.

Part IV: State your opinion on your topic on “Debate.org”


1. Go to “Debate.org”, in the search box, you will type “DShipp527.”


2. You should see on the right hand side “People Results.”  Please click on “DShipp527.”  


3.  Scroll down to the bottom until you see “Activity Statistics”.  


4. Under activity statistics, you should see “Opinion Questions.”  Click the number 3.  


5. Find the question that matches the topic you researched in class. 


6. Click “Thumbs up” if you agree with the question or “Thumbs down” if you disagree with the question. 
Pick which side matches your opinion.  


7. Provide a supporting headline that tells where you stand, “No, I do not think DNA profiling convicts more 
criminals”  


8. Support your headline by cutting & pasting your speech paragraphs into the text box.

