Name:___________________________________________________________ Period:___________

	CHOICE #1: IN CLASS DEBATE RUBRIC

	PART I:  SPEECH

	TOPIC
	DESCRIPTION
	POINTS

	Introduction
	Introduction clearly included:

_____a hook that appealed to audience's values & priorities. Set up point of argument.

______Introduced topic with detailed scientific background about how your chosen biotechnology works.  

______Clearly stated resolution (thesis) statement
	_______/5

	Body Paragraph #1
	Clearly includes:

_____a topic sentence that states the main idea of the paragraph 

_____provides at least 2 of solid evidence from quotes, case studies, statistics, etc. to back up main idea of this paragraph relevant to topic which focuses on:

Risk and benefits, Pros & cons, Ethical issues, and specific careers                        

_____argument in this paragraph is strong and clearly persuades reader of your viewpoint 
	_______/5

	Body Paragraph #2
	Clearly includes:

_____a topic sentence that states the main idea of the paragraph 

_____provides at least 2 of solid evidence from quotes, case studies, statistics, etc. to back up main idea of this paragraph which focuses on: Risk and benefits, Pros & cons, Ethical issues, and specific careers

_____argument in this paragraph is strong and clearly persuades reader of your viewpoint  
	_______/5

	Body Paragraph #3
	Clearly:

_____includes a topic sentence that states the main idea of the paragraph 

_____ addresses your opponents' objections (counterarguments)

_____ shows how those arguments can be dealt with (“pokes hole” in your opponents' objections)

_____provides at least 2 of solid evidence from quotes, case studies, statistics, etc. to back up main idea of this paragraph
	_______/5

	Conclusion 
	_____Summarizes main topics without repeating previous sentences.

______Concluded that your kind of biotechnology should or should not be used.

______Incorporated an original angle or action to take.
	_______/5

	Organization 
	______logical order with smooth transitions

______Viewpoints are clear and organized

______Follows 5 paragraph format

______Paper is at least 1 page in length (12 point font, no double space)
	_______/5

	Tone  
	_____Ideas are clear with intelligent wording

______Convincing & persuasive language
	_______/5



	Works cited
	______cited at least 3 different sources using MLA style in EasyBib and on Works Cited page.
	_______/5

	Grammar
	_____correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
	_______/5

	PART II:  IN CLASS DEBATE 

	Confidence 
	_____clear and well-spoken

_____ uses appropriate tone/volume of voice and expression is clear

_____ well-researched and is not caught off guard by opposing team
	______/10

	Authoritative 
	_____uses evidence effectively and to the point

_____ identifies weakness in opposing team's arguments

_____ uses evidence effectively and to the point to defend against “attack”

_____ questions and rebuttal reflect thoughtfulness and are effective in proving opinion  
	______/10

	TOTAL
	
	______/65


