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[image: image1.wmf]Welcome!  Science is very much a hands-on collaborative subject.  We will be doing a lot of activities and labs in groups, and they will change frequently.  In Science class, students will design and conduct investigations, analyze data, and use models, simulations, and appropriate technologies and information systems.  
Why should everyone study science?

· Science helps people understand and appreciate our world.

· Science provides a healthy dose of skepticism.

· Science promotes strong communication skills and teaches about conflict management and collaboration.

· Science teaches strong research skills.
What are the characteristics of authentic science?

· The world is understandable. 

· Scientific ideas are subject to change. 

· Scientific knowledge is durable. 

· Science cannot provide complete answers to all questions. 

· Science demands evidence. 

· Science is a blend of logic and imagination. 

· Science explains and predicts, but is not authoritarian. 
· [image: image2.wmf]Science is a complex social activity.

I.  Work Policy:
1. Materials: Each student will bring their school planner & science binder to class each day.  Students are expected to record homework assignments at the beginning of class each day in their planner.
2. Assignments:  Students are expected to turn in ALL work!  No excuse – no missing work!
3. Late Work: Late work will only be accepted for full credit as a result of an excused absence.  All other late work will not receive full credit.
4. Absent from Class: You are responsible for any work missed when absent. To make up assignments when absent, first check your teacher’s website and/or classmates to see if you can complete the assignment(s) before returning to class.  Please check the "I was absent...so what did I miss?" binder when you return.  Also, consult with your teacher the day you return to arrange due dates.  

5. Scholarly Integrity:  It is expected that the work students do will be their own, whether on a test, homework, lab report, etc.  When students collaborate, they are expected to discuss ideas and help each other to clarify concepts. However, all written answers should be the original thoughts of the student. Copying someone else’s work is called cheating and is not allowed.  Any instances of cheating will result in an immediate grade of zero (0) for that assignment work.
6. Corrections: Unless specified otherwise, quizzes /tests/projects can be redone.  The grade on the redone assignment will be the new grade (even if it is lower) so make sure your second attempt is better.  
[image: image3.wmf]II. Classroom Expectations
1. Getting to class on time means being in your seat before class starts.  When you are late without a pass, you will sign the late clipboard.  
2. Talk with appropriate voices for the particular activity in class that day. And NO talking while teacher is talking. Respect other’s right to LEARN!

3. Always be prepared for class with a pen or pencil, loose-leaf paper, and notebook. 

4. Being prepared to LEARN each day: come to class with an open and positive attitude, ready to engage in the day’s activities. 

5. ASK QUESTIONS- we are all here to learn and no one enters the classroom with all the answers.

6.  Respect people and property!  Everyone has the right to feel safe & supported. Keep the rooms as clean as possible.  Put trash in the garbage cans, do not deface school property, and push in your chairs when class is dismissed.  
7. Please use the bathroom facilities between classes.  In an emergency, you will be allowed to use the restroom during the class period.  Please choose an appropriate time such as when you are working individually.

8. No backpacks in the classroom (school-wide rule).

9. Be respectful and courteous to substitute teachers.  Remember that your behavior is a reflection of not only yourselves, but of your teacher, school, community and especially, your parents.

[image: image4.wmf]III. Grading Procedure:

Your grade will be determined by the accumulation of points.  During each nine-week period, you will be able to accumulate about 300-400 points.  Assignments will be given in the following areas: homework, quizzes, lab work, interactive notebook, tests, and projects.

At the end of the year, you will receive an average for the year based on the following:

1st quarter = 25%

3rd quarter = 25%

2nd quarter = 25%

4th quarter = 25%

	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	100-93
	92-85
	84-77
	76-70
	69-0


IV. Science EOGs:

At the end of the year, all students will take the 8th grade science EOG. The test is a total of 80 questions and covers every content area we study this year.  Throughout the year you will build skills for taking the EOG. At the end of the year, we spend a week reviewing for the EOG. Don’t worry, you will be well prepared!!!
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[image: image11.wmf]VI. Binder & Notebook:

You will be expected to keep a science 3- ring binder and composition notebook.  Your 3-ring binder should contain pockets, loose-leaf paper, and dividers.  The dividers should be labeled as follows:

1. Assignments (classwork/homework)
2. Tests and Quizzes

To stay organized, all assignments will be numbered, and placed in numerical order in the binder.  Keep all assignments and assessments in your science binder unless otherwise stated. Selected assignments/ assessments will be placed in your portfolio folder.  At the end of each unit, you will compile your work and place it in your portfolio folder.  

You will be expected to keep an Interactive Science Notebook (composition notebook):  

· The Interactive Science Notebook will be a composition notebook, and the Science Binder will be a section of your school binder. It is important to keep both of these neat and organized.
· An Interactive Notebook is a tool students use to make connections prior to new learning, to revise their thinking, and to deepen their understandings of the world around them. It is the culmination of a student’s work throughout the year that shows both the content learned and the reflective knowledge gained.


VII. A Final Note…

I strongly believe that all students are capable of high achievement and learn best when actively involved.  I will provide many opportunities for you to work in group settings as well as individually.  Cooperative and self-directed learning will be encouraged and supported.

I am here to help you.  Please let me know how I can best support you this year in science.





V. Eighth Grade Science Topics


			    


Earth Science





Earth’s History


Fossil types & Formation


Geological Time Scale





Hydrology


Watersheds


Oceans


Water quality











Physical Science





Energy Transformation & Conservation


Renewable & Non-renewable Resources





 Chemistry


Properties of Matter


Periodic table


Physical & Chemical


reactions








Life Science





Evolution & Genetics


Microbiology & Diseases


Ecosystems


Molecular Biology














              


                            











                     











      


  











  


                        





				




















VIII. Contact Information:


Danae Shipp	933-1556 ext 78274


		          dshipp@chccs.k12.nc.us





Email is the preferred method of contact.














